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Y our Nativity, O 

Christ our God, Has 
shined the light of 
knowledge upon the 
world; for thereby 

they that worshipped 
the stars were in-

structed by a star to 
worship You, the Sun 
of Righteousness, and 

to know You, the 
Dayspring from on 

high. O Lord, glory be 
to You.  

 
Apolytikion of Nativity  

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

B eloved Family in Christ, 

While we are all filled 
with joy at this blessed Sea-
son of Christmas, many are 
unfortunately also forced to 
engage again in that famous 
holiday game:  How much 
do you love me? 

At times it  seems like a 
game of nerves as we try to 
decide exactly what posi-
tion we are aiming for 
based on the gifts that we 
give. 

For some, the game  
requires us to think back 
about all the Christmas gifts 
which people have given us.  
Truth be told, it is very 
difficult to remember what 
we received last year. 

To be certain, there are 
many people who donõt 
really engage in this game.  
We know that Grandmaõs 
gift to us of a new shirt is a 
practical expression of her  
love for us and her desire 
for us to be neat and clean.     

But to those who play 
the Christmas Gift Game, 

they are in the ultimate test 
of nerves and skill, because 
the gift must indicate some-
thing about the value that 
particular people or groups 
have in our lives.   

We struggle to find the 
right gift for our spouse, 
our children, our close fam-
ily friends and neighbors. 
We know from the Christ-
mas ads that the right gift 
confesses our undying love 
for someone.  And of 
course, it must be just right 
else we shall appear to be 
ôcheap.õ 

 

 

But my beloved friends, 
at Christmas, we also re-
member the gift that God 
Himself has given to us:  
Jesus Christ. 

This special Gift is one 
which cannot be bought by 
us in any store; it cannot be 
ordered from a catalogue, 
or book, or any internet 
source. 

In fact, this Gift is one  
which lasts forever, is never 
worn out, and never forgets 
about us.  It is the one true 
Gift  which is given to all 
and owned by none. 

At this Holy Christmas 
Season, I pray that the Gift 
of the Son of God come 
into our hearts and homes, 
and that our Lord shall live 
and reign there forever, 
together with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit.  Itõs 
Christmas: come to church, 
and receive the Gift of God! 

 

^ Metropolitan Nicholas 
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1 Parish VisitationñSt. Basil Metropolitan Detroit Area 

6 Theophany of the Lord Assumption ChurchñSt. Clair Shores, MI 

 St. John the Baptist Great Vespers St. John the Baptist ChurchñSterling Heights, MI 

7 Feast of St. John the Baptist TBA 

7 - 8 Parish Visitation Holy Trinity ChurchñFort Wayne, IN 

12 - 13 American Bible Society Retreat Dallas, TX 

15 Parish VisitationñVasilopita St. George ChurchñSouthgate, MI 

20 - 22 Ordination of Dcn. Paul Truebenbach to Holy Priesthood Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas ChurchñCincinnati, OH 

27 Canonical Regional Planning Committee Meeting Chicago, IL 

31 Clergy Syndesmos Meeting Metropolis CenterñTroy, MI 

4 Parish Visitation St. Nicholas ChurchñAnn Arbor, MI 

5 St. Nicholas Great Vespers St. Nicholas ChurchñAnn Arbor, MI 

6 Feast of St. Nicholas Hierarchical Divine Liturgy  St. Nicholas ChurchñTroy, MI 

8 - 9 Enthronement of Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh St. Nicholas CathedralñPittsburgh, PA 

11 St. Nicholas Parish Visitation St. Nicholas ChurchñTroy, MI 

 St. Spyridon Great Vespers & Open House Metropolis CenterñTroy, MI 

12 Feast of St. Spyridon Divine Liturgy & Reception St. Spyridon ChapelñTroy, MI 

18 Ordination to Diaconate of Jeff Abel St. George ChurchñBloomfield Hills, MI 

24 Vesperal Divine Liturgy Annunciation CathedralñDetroit, MI 

25 Hierarchical Divine Liturgy Holy Trinity CathedralñToledo, OH 

27 - 29 GOYA Basket-Holiday Hoops Dinner Dance St. John the Baptist ChurchñSterling Heights, MI 

31 Parish VisitationñSt. Basil Metropolitan Detroit Area 

DECEMBER 2011 

JANUARY 2012 

ORDINATION  OF DEACON GEORGE E. CASSIS 

Bishop»s Schedule Highlights 

O n Saturday, November 19, 2011, His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas ordained  George E. 
Cassis a deacon at the Holy Trinity Church in Grand Rapids, MI. The uplifting service was 

attended by a full church and clergy from the area and afar. 
Born in 1949 in Grand Rapids, MI to George and Josephine Cassis of Lebanese descent, Dcn. 

George is married to Vasiliki (Botsis) with three children: George, Peter and Amalia. He has an As-
sociates Degree in Business Administration and worked for forty years in the industrial supply field. 

Pictures from the ordination are available here: 
www.detroit.goarch.org/photo-gallery/2011-photo-archives/ordination_cassis 

Please visit our website for schedule updates or changes at: www.detroit.goarch.org/news/calendar 

http://detroit.goarch.org/photo-gallery/2011-photo-archives/ordination_cassis
http://detroit.goarch.org/news/calendar
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Youth News by Eva Kokinos 
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Youth Ministry News by Eva Kokinos 

òParties with a PURPOSEó - Youth Group Christmas Party Ideas 
By Eva Kokinos, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

 

N 
aturally, Christmas is a time where we gather with family and friends to celebrate and 
enjoy each otherõs company. We gather to eat, we sing a few carols, and we exchange 
gifts.  

But the purpose of Christmas is much more than a retail holiday or vacation time. In this 
beautiful season, we are given the ultimate gift of Jesus Christ. We are also blessed to have our 
communities, families, friends, and our youth groups. With all of these blessings, why not share in 
the joy? Why not make your youth group Christmas celebrations serve a greater purpose? Here are 
a few ideas for òParties with a Purpose.ó 

FEED OTHERS FIRST 

Before you sit down to have a Christmas party meal, make dinner and take it to a local shelter or 
halfway house. Or take your youth group to prepare meals at the local soup kitchen. You can also 
bake Christmas cookies, package them up in nice cookie tins, and deliver them to shut-ins and el-
derly people in nursing homes. After feeding others, then sit down to enjoy a meal together as a 
family.  

GIVE TO OTHERS FIRST 

Instead of having a gift exchange, contact the local shelter or childrenõs hospital to see if there are 
families with wish lists. Then, as a youth group, go shopping to fulfill the needs of some of the fam-
ilies. Bring items back to wrap or prepare for delivery. Then after delivering the gifts, go grab a 
bite to eat as a group and discuss how you can contribute throughout the year. 

BE WITH OTHERS FIRST 

There are those who do not have family or friends to join at a Christmas party. So take the Christ-
mas joy and fellowship out into your community. Have a Traveling Partyé Ask your parish priests 
about families and individuals who could use a friendly face, a warm greeting, and a few Christmas 
carols.  

Other ways to have a Christmas Party with Purpose 

1) Ask everyone to bring a bag of canned goods to take to the local food pantry. 
2) Connect with your parish Philoptochos or other local philanthropic organizations to organize a 
Christmas fundraising event. Funds can go to any charity or cause you can imagineé IOCC, 
OCMC, Feeding America, Make-A-Wish Foundation, etc,  

3) Gather together and make cards/icons to send to those who serve in the Military OR to send 
to missionaries throughout the world.  

WEBSITE OF CHARITIES AND PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATIONS 

Feeding America Website ð www.feedingamerica.org 
IOCC Website ð www.iocc.org 
Make-a-Wish Foundation Website ð www.wish.org  
National Ladies Philoptochos Society ð www.philoptochos.org  
OCMC Website ð www.ocmc.org 
Red Cross òHoliday Mail for Heroesó Website ð www.redcross.org/holidaymail  

This article was featured in the 12.02.10 edition of the Youth Worker Pulse, the official listserv of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 

FOLLOW US ONé  
FACEBOOK: Find us at http://www.facebook.com/GOAMetropolisofDetroitYouthOffice 

TWITTER: Follow our òtweetsó at http://twitter.com/MODYouthOffice  
EMAIL NEWSLETTER: Subscribe at http://detroit.goarch.org/youth-office/join-listserv  

We wish you all a very blessed Feast of the Nativity and a happy, healthy New Year ! 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit ñ Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

 

DECEMBER 27-29, 2011 
òHoliday Hoopsó GOYA 
Basketball Tournament 
Hosted by St. John the Baptist 
ChurchñSterling Heights, MI 

holidayhoopstourna-
ment@gmail.com  

 
 

JANUARY 7, 2012 
Assumption GOYA  

Taverna Night 
Hosted by Assumption Churchñ 

St. Clair Shores, MI  
586.779.6111  

 
 

JANUARY 14-16, 2012 
Upstate NY GOYA  

Winter Retreat 
Hosted by St. Sophia Churchñ 

Syracuse, NY  
315.446.5222 

 
 

JANUARY 14-16, 2012 
St. Nicholas Summer 
Camp Reunion and  

GOYA Winter Retreat 
Hosted by Panagia Pantovasilissa 

ChurchñLexington, KY 
859.264.9004 

 
 

JANUARY 15, 2012 
Michigan Area  

GOYA Winter Retreat 
Hosted by St. Nicholas Churchñ

Ann Arbor, MI 
734.332.8200 

UPCOMING YOUTH 
MINISTRY EVENTS 

http://www.feedingamerica.org
http://www.iocc.org
http://www.wish.org
http://www.philoptochos.org
http://www.ocmc.org
http://www.redcross.org/holidaymail
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By Margaret Yates 
President 

 

I 
t is an honor to have 
been elected president 
of the Metropolis of 
Detroit Philoptochos 

Board where I served as 
treasurer the past four 
years.  I grew up in Ann 
Arbor attending St. Nicho-
las Church where my par-
ents were founding mem-
bers.  My husband, Bill, and 
I continue to worship at St. 
Nicholas.  Like many of 
you , I sang in the choir, 
taught Sunday School, be-
came a member of the par-
ish council and joined 
Philoptochos. 

I earned a BS degree in 
Special Education and an 
MA in guidance and coun-
seling from Eastern Michi-
gan University.  My profes-
sional career ended when I 
retired from York Woods 

Center, a residential treat-
ment facility for emotional-
ly impaired children and 
adolescents, as Director of 
Special Education. 

The Philoptochos Board 
will be hosting an open 
house in honor of Metro-
politan Nicholasõ name day 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 11.  The 
Board will also offer a re-
ception that same evening 
after St. Spyridon Vespers 
and again on Monday, De-
cember 12 after the Divine 
Liturgy for St. Spyridon. 

The Metropolis cook-
book, òFavoritesó, has been 
reprinted in soft cover 
form, just in time for the 
holidays.  Books are availa-
ble at the Metropolis office 
or by contacting Evanthia 
Valassiades in Dayton, OH 
at 937-434-5600. They sell 
for twenty dollars each. 

Save the date for our 
Spring luncheon to be held 
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 
at the Annunciation Cathe-
dral in Detroit.  This is the 
main fundraiser for our Me-
tropolis Philoptoochos. 

Philoptochos chapters 
throughout the Metropolis 
celebrated the feast day of 
Sts. Cosmas and Dam-
nianos, patron saints of 
Philoptochos, by passing a 
tray for the Patriarchate.  
The Dayton Philoptochos 
held a spiritual weekend led 
by Fr. Ari Damaskos from 
Toledo, OH.  Fr. Ari met 
with GOYA members on 
Friday evening and with 
Philoptochos members and 
guests on Saturday.  After 
an Artoklasia in Ann Arbor, 
Fr. Nicolaos Kotsis blessed 
the lap blankets made by 
members for the Oaks 
Adult Care Center and pre-
sented them to a repre-

sentative from Catholic So-
cial Services for distribu-
tion. 

An inspiration to us all, 
Eleni Zaferes stepped down 
as Metropolis president 
after four years of excep-
tional leadership.  A hard 
working and dedicated 
member of Philoptochos, 
Eleni served by example.  
She traveled throughout the 
Metropolis, often accompa-
nied by her husband Tom, 
offering guidance and sup-
port of various chapter ac-
tivities.  We offer Eleni a 
sincere thank you. 

With the spiritual guid-
ance of Metropolitan Nich-
olas and the prayers and 
support of the membership, 
I hope to at least partially 
fill the shoes of those who 
came before me in fulfilling 
the mission of Philopto-
chosƴ 

Philoptochos News  

By Irene Georgantas 
President 

 

O 
n Saturday, 
November 
5, a recep-
tion was held 

for the retirement of Met-
ropolitan Maximos of the 
Pittsburgh Metropolis.  
When our former bishop of 
what was then the Detroit 
Diocese, Bishop Timothy, 
retired, Bishop Maximos 

served as our Locum 
Tenens.  Even though his 
tenure as Locum Tenens 
was not long, he became 
very dear to a number of us 
in the Detroit Diocese.  
C e r t a i n l y  f o r  ou r 
MEFGOX Federation, 
Metropolitan Maximos was 
always supportive of our 
mission, activities, and at-
tended many of our con-
ventions.  A group of our 
church musicians, from 

both Metropolises, partici-
pated in a musical tribute to 
His Eminence, by singing 
"To Ekklisaki", a favorite 
song of his.  We are sad-
dened by his retirement 
due to his failing health.  
But we pray that God will 
grant him many more years 
in His service. 

Now that the Christmas 
Lent has started and we are 
making preparations for 
this great and holy feast, it 

is a time for many of our 
choirs to come together for 
Christmas musical pro-
grams.  The Detroit com-
munity has a long standing 
tradition of presenting such 
a program and this year is 
no exception. 

On Sunday, December 
18, 2011 at 4 P.M. the De-
troit Metropolis Chorus 
will present a Christmas 

(Continued on page 5) 

MEFGOX News 


